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What is Wave Power? (Wave Energy)
Wave power refers to the capture of ocean surface wave energy to do generate electricity. The waves that lap around the rugged shoreline of the Highlands and Islands are therefore a natural store of ‘free’ energy. 
Thanks to our location in the North Atlantic at the periphery of Europe we have an abundance of wave energy waiting to be unlocked.  Recognising the potential associated with exploiting wave energy, there are a number of companies actively involved in the development of wave energy devices.   Among the best known of these renewable wave energy pioneers is Inverness-based Wavegen Limited (www.wavegen.com). They are world leaders in wave energy and wave power, having built the first ever grid-connected commercial-scale wave energy device. Using globally-patented technology, Wavegen have succeeded in supplying the national grid with electricity from The Limpet, a 500kW wave turbine device, in Islay.

Another example of a leading-edge developer is Ocean Power Delivery (OPD), an Edinburgh-based company. Their Pelamis Wave Energy Converter is currently undergoing testing at the European Marine Energy Centre in Orkney and recently the company took its first order from a Portguese consortium building the world’s first commercial wave-farm using the OPD technology.
Discover more about how wave power works, the advantages and disadvantages of wave power and wave energy facts and statistics with these links:

Wavegen - www.wavegen.con

Ocean Power Delivery - www.oceanpd.com
Scottish Executive – Forum for Renewable Energy – Marine Energy Group Report - www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/infrastructure/19185/20368

European Marine Energy Centre (EMEC) - www.emec.org.uk
British Wind Energy Association (BWEA) - www.bwea.com/marine

[ image: crashing wave ] 
www.onlinewords.co.uk
web site content and features

2001 - 2005

